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Good afternoon Titan community, 
 
It’s hard to believe that fall is under way. Mother Nature sure has shown us three seasons this past week! We 
are reminded how fickle Michigan weather can be! The 1st card marking period ended on Friday, October 20. 
Although grades are calculated by semester, those marking period grades add up, accounting for 40% of the 
semester grade. My team of teachers has been incredible about making work and expectations accessible for 
students. Please take the weekend and review grades with your student. If they are struggling, they need to 
check Schoology, they need to study what they’re missing, learn it – whether they get credit or not. Some 
teachers have late work and redo policies, and some of the work missed may be past that opportunity. It is still 
learning that needs to happen as it will be expected knowledge on student midterm exams. There are about 7 
more weeks until the end of the semester, but the first big check-in is now. If they’re not already, it’s time to 
kick it into gear. If they have, it’s time to keep their foot on the pedal! There is a still a lot of time left in the first 
semester, so let’s make the most of it.  
 
Friday, October 27th was the last day of the first marking period. While grades are calculated by semester, 
those marking periods add up, accounting for 40% of that semester grade. My team of teachers has been 
incredible about making work and expectations accessible for students. The first marking period grades will be 
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sent electronically to families at the end of the day on Friday November 3. Please take the weekend and 
review grades with your student. 

Update – Heritage Junior High/Gene L. Klida Utica Academy for International Studies Building Study 

Parents, please see the following update from Mr. Monroe: 

Utica Community Schools is committed, in partnership with the community, to empower students to positively 
transform their future and the world. We strive to prepare students for success beyond UCS, focusing on their 
education and safety today, and ensuring our schools are meeting student needs both now and in the future. 

This commitment requires us to constantly review the use of our physical resources, to make certain our 
buildings are functioning safely and effectively and meeting the needs of the students and families in our 
community. 

As we shared during last year’s Safety and Success Bond election, we are taking a long-term approach to our 
facility needs. This study is based on: 

• Safety 
• Age of the Facility 
• Enrollment Patterns and Trends 

This study includes a comprehensive look at the future of the shared site for Heritage Junior High School and 
the Gene L. Klida for International Studies. This was a need identified during both our strategic planning 
process and community surveys about future facility improvements. Heritage Junior High School and GLK-
UAIS have been sharing a facility for the past 16 years. During that time, enrollment and building needs at 
Heritage and GLK-UAIS have experienced significant changes. 

The district’s long-standing citizens’ committee – the Enrollment Distribution Advisory Committee – began to 
look at this issue in the spring. Their input will be considered along with enrollment projections, building needs 
assessments from our auxiliary services department, the efficient use of district resources, and making sure 
our students have access to programs and experiences that will empower their future. 

Additional information is available through a Fact Sheet on this website: 
https://www.uticak12.org/buildingforthefuture. You can also share your thoughts and questions here: 
http://www.uticak12.org/feedback. A final determination on the future of this site is expected in November.  

Safe, secure, and educationally vibrant schools remain a priority. We also recognize that change can be 
difficult. By working in partnership, we can position our district to continue supporting student success for 
today’s students and our future generations. 

CONGRATULATIONS to our SHS National Merit Scholars - Emily Carter, Jacques Corpel, Stefan 
Petronijevic, Sajiv Sundar, and Nathan Wilmoth. 
 
CONGRTULATIONS to the following SHS AP Scholar students! 
 
AP Scholars 

Arzanish Ahmad 

Yazeed Alamat 

Mazino Amuwha 

Sushitha Balakrishnan 

Skyla Barbu 

David Bowers 

Sierra Chagnon 

Hannah Cherian 

Dron Datta 

Carter Dean 

Anjali Ganeshkumar 

Deema Hasan 

Gideon Haskell 

Noah Herdell 

Ai Thu Ho 

Deanna Jarbo 

Parker Johnston 

Benjamin Kannou 

Martyna Krajewska 

https://www.uticak12.org/buildingforthefuture
http://www.uticak12.org/feedback


Edward Lei 

Jacob Lewandowski 

Bryanne-Karla Manuel 

Akaash Mondal 

Natalie Muscas 

Calvin Naimou 

David Owens 

Angelina Paho 

Bianca Platon 

Dhara Ruwala 

Jessica Rzeppa 

Monica Smylnycky 

Emma Sorguc 

Evan Stocker 

Jacek Szymanski 

Jacob Thomas 

Seth Walker 

Legacy Watts 

Gregory White 

Ethan Wolverton 

Anthony Younan 

Simon Zaitouna 

Zeyad Zaman 

Amar Zecevic 

AP Scholars with Honor 

Zara Banfill 

Amelia Birch 

Emily Carter 

Kimberly Chan 

Arensa Fejzulla 

Harkabir Singh 

Sajiv Sundar 

Lucas Timbuc 

Isabella Wendt 

Nathan Wilmoth 

Daniel Yarsike 

 
AP Scholars with Distinction 

Michael Binkowski 

Katelyn Coles 

Dmytro Darmogray 

Logan Doherty 

David Duong 

Meera Ganeshkumar 

Anton Gegaj 

Lennon Hansen 

Gabriel King 

Ansh Malhotra 

Isabella Mei 

Cameron Orjada 

Ekaansh Patel 

Stefan Petronijevic 

Mateusz Pilch 

Efaz Rahman 

Nathan Schultz 

Andrew Ulaj 

Siya Vashi 

Chandler Williams 

Congratulations to our First True Titan award recipient LISA LUCAS. Lisa had several nominations and gets to 
be the keeper of the sacred Titan Helmet for the next month. Congratulations Lisa and thank you for all that 

you do.  

                        
                           
Congratulations to Eric Platte, the Stevenson Swim and Dive Coach. He was recognized by Michigan 
Interscholastic Coaches Association (MISCA) in their coaches spotlight. See Athletics section below for more 
information. 
 
Have a great week and don’t forget to change your clocks back this Saturday November 3! 
 
With Titan Pride, 
 
 
 
Kenneth L. Cucchi III 
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Stevenson redesigned our cap and gowns last year (Beginning with the class of 2023). Please see our new 
design below. 

 
 

 



 

 



 
YEARBOOK  
 
Now that the dust is settling on a new school year, the publication classes are happy to announce an 
extension on the early bird publication special until October 11. This will give families, especially senior 
families, a longer chance to get the lowest price offer of the year for the publication package.  
 
For $90, students can get the yearbook for $75 and the newspaper classroom delivery subscription 
service for $15 extended to Oct. 11. After Oct. 11, the yearbook is $90 with no newspaper package offer 
as the newspaper package terminates when the first issue comes out in October.  
 
The early bird special can be purchased via PaySchool, check (made out to Stevenson High School) or 
cash. Please see the attached form or have your student pick up a form in Room A-2. If paying by check, 
the form and check can be mailed or brought to Room A-2 for drop off. If by cash, please come to A-2 
with form and monies for a receipt.  
 
After January 1, 2024, yearbooks go up to the regular price of $100. Taking advantage of the publication 
package now is by far the best value. Questions: Contact adviser Paula Pantano at 
paula.pantano@uticak12.org. 
 
The publication classes produce the pictures and memories of the school year and are a priceless part of 
every student's life. Thanking you in advance for your support.  
 
See below for the order form. 
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Apply online here 

https://utica.familyportal.cloud/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SHS REMINDERS 
 

I would like to remind students and parents that Stevenson is a closed campus, meaning students are not 
allowed to leave for lunch. Parents should not be calling students out for lunch; they will not be able to leave. 
Also, students are not allowed to have outside food dropped off or delivered during the school day. School 
lunches and breakfasts are free to all students this year. 
 
I will continue to provide you with school and district information. I do my best to communicate through email 
(Titan Voice) every other Friday during the regular school year. This should be your first line of communication 
regarding information pertaining to Stevenson. If you go to our website, you will find it linked under News. The 
Titan Voice has contact and general information, updates, policies, and many other items pertaining to 
Stevenson. 

School Safety and Security 

School ID Badges Ensuring safety and security for all students and staff is a priority each day. In addition to 
enhancing security, the wearing of ID badges provides a professional setting and promotes College and Career 
Readiness for all students. 
 
Wearing of IDs is required as part of many workplace environments, as well as on many college and university 
campuses. One student ID and lanyard will be provided to every student at no cost.  
 

The benefits and reasons for students wearing a current student ID card are:  

❖ To be in class 

❖ To borrow library books and textbooks  

❖ To obtain early dismissal 

❖ To allow movement during school, going to and from restrooms, etc.  

❖ To be on campus before or after school  

❖ To participate in school activities, assemblies, dances, etc. at school.  
 

 
Student ID Guidelines A student’s ID card authorizes him/her to be on the school campus. EVERY student 
must wear his or her student ID card while on school grounds. It is crucial that the school staff can identify 
everyone on campus. The identification of staff and students is a safety issue and will not be compromised. Student 
IDs may be left in the student’s assigned locker overnight to ensure the student ID is not left at home. The 
following guidelines must be adhered to when wearing student ID cards: 
 
1. Student ID cards must always be worn and visible (i.e., not kept in a purse, pocket, or backpack).  
2. Student ID cards must be presented to any school staff member or person of authority upon request.  
3. The front and back of the student ID card cannot be altered (i.e., no markings, other photos, etc.). Defacing or 
altering the student ID is prohibited.  
4. Wearing another student’s ID card is prohibited.  
5. Lost, stolen, altered, damaged and/or defaced student ID cards must be replaced immediately.  
 
 



Students who fail to adhere to the above guidelines are subject to a lunch detention (or after school 
detention) and a replacement fee of $5.00 to replace a lost ID badge. Students can purchase a new lanyard from 
the school or purchase one on their own. Tear away lanyards are recommended. Students who are insubordinate or 
persistently disobedient are subject to further school consequences. 

 
Student Dress Code 

Students must adhere to the guidelines outlined in the student handbook. 
• Indecent, tattered, or unsafe dress or footwear, or attire that calls undue attention to the wearer or has lettering or 
symbols that are disrespectful or derogatory are not allowed. 
• Beach wear, low-cut tops, tank tops, sleeveless tops, muscle shirts, see-through clothing, short skirts or shorts, 
pajamas, tight clothing without proper coverage and clothing exposing the shoulders or mid-section are not allowed. 
• Students should not wear clothing with inappropriate advertising like Playboy shirts or similar items. 
• Hats are not allowed in school unless explicit permission for a medical or religious reason is reached. 
• Knee length shorts and skirts are acceptable. Shoes must be worn.  
• Outerwear, such as coats and hats, is not to be worn in school.  
• Clothing that promotes illegal substances or drugs, illegal activities, violence, tobacco, or alcohol is prohibited.  
• Clothing or head coverings worn as group identifiers that promote a disruptive school climate are prohibited.  
• Clothing consistent with religious or cultural beliefs is acceptable.  
• Jewelry and accessories that may be deemed dangerous are prohibited. 

 
Attendance Policy 
Another important reminder is to take time with your student to review the UCS High School Credit Review Rules 
and Procedures. In short, it starts by saying that a student has a responsibility to attend, be on time and prepared for 
each scheduled class. When a student nears or is at 10 absences (any combination of absences or tardies) they will 
meet with their Associate Principal and parents will be notified. At 11 absences the student will enter Credit Review 
and can restore those credits by making up the lost time for the classes via a contract made with their associate 
principal. This cannot be recovered short of testing out, taking the class via scheduling, credit recovery or summer 
school. Please take the time to read and discuss this with your students, and make sure they understand.  

 
Attendance and Early Dismissal Procedures  
Please call 586-797-1999 and follow the prompts: 1 = Early Dismissals 2 = Late Arrival 3 = All Day Absences 
Please do not call the main office for attendance. When an Early Dismissal is necessary, a PARENT MUST call in 
the dismissal before the student leaves. Otherwise, your student will be marked unexcused. Also, your student must 
check in with the Main Office before they leave campus to ensure their safety. PowerSchool is now generating 
automated phone calls to parents informing them of any absences for their students daily. Please use your Parent 
Portal to view your student’s attendance. 
 
If you have any concerns, email the individual teacher directly through the staff tab of the school’s website or 
through the PowerSchool. If a correction is warranted, the teacher will request one. Our goal is to have call-ins 
recorded before the office closes for the day. However, if you have any questions regarding your student’s 
attendance, please wait 24 hours to ensure that all records are complete and up to date.  
 
 

Outside Food 
I would like to remind students and parents that Stevenson is a closed campus, meaning students are not allowed to 
leave for lunch. Parents should not be calling students out for lunch; they will not be able to leave. 
Also, students are not allowed to have outside food dropped off or delivered during the school day. School lunches 
and breakfasts are free to all students this year. 
 
Parent Student Handbook 
Please be sure to review the UCS 9th grade – 12th grade 2023-2024 UCS Parent Student Handbook which can be 
found on the Stevenson and UCS district website.  Please familiarize yourself with the new and old information.  

https://www.canva.com/link?target=https%3A%2F%2Futicahigh.uticak12.org%2Fstaff&design=DAFEcRUc1jc&accessRole=viewer&linkSource=document
https://mi50010997.schoolwires.net/site/Default.aspx?PageID=233


  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

November 3 – First Card Marking Report Cards emailed home 
 
November 21 – Quarter 2 Progress Reports posted in Powerschool 
 
November 7 – No School 
   Professional Development 
 
November 22-24 - No School 
         Thanksgiving Break 
 
December 19-21 Midterm Exams, Half Day for Students, dismissal 10:22 a.m.  
 
December 22 – January 2 – No school – Mid Winter Break 
 
January 3 – Students return 
 
January 5 – Second Card Marking Report Cards Emailed home 
 
June 9 – Graduation Ceremony, Oakland University O’Rena @ 4:30 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 

Looking ahead 
 

Looking ahead 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Athletic Director:  Tim Brandon TIMOTHY.BRANDON@UticaK12.org 
 

 

Titan sports 
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Participating in Stevenson Athletics? Complete your 2023-2024 Athletic Profile today! All sports physicals and 
athletic forms are collected electronically through Student Central/BIG Teams 
(https://studentcentral.bigteams.com formally PlanetHS), paper copies will not be accepted. Both the student 
athlete AND their parent/guardian need to set up an account in Student Central/BIG Teams to complete the 
necessary one-time forms that allow you to be eligible to tryout/join any sport, any season, during the school year.  
 
PLEASE NOTE: An MHSAA pre-participation sports physical is required for all students who participate in 
sports. Valid 2023-2024 physicals must be dated 4/15/23 or later. Please refer to the Parent Quick Links on the 
Stevenson Home Page for a copy of the MHSAA Physical Form. 
 
 
BEFORE TRY-OUTS: 
Physicals (dated 4/15/23 or later) must be UPLOADED to your Student Central/Big Teams account and all on-
line Athletic Forms must be completed by both the student athlete and parent/guardian. Paper copies will not be 
accepted. 
 
 
ONCE TEAMS ARE FORMED 
Pay to Participate Fee must be paid via PaySchools (Click on the PaySchools: Stevenson High School in Student 
Central) or go to www.payschoolscentral.com  
 
 
All Athletic Forms and Pay to Participate payments MUST be complete before athletes can participate in 
season practices, games, meets or tournaments. 
 
 
Questions? Please contact your coach or Remi Darroch, Bookkeeper, remi.darroch@uticak12.org or 586-797-1903. 
If you qualify for Free or Reduced Lunch, then you will qualify for financial assistance with the Pay to Participate 
Fee. Please note: Free & Reduced Meal Applications must be filled out after July 1st. Therefore, if you haven’t 
already re-applied, you will need to do so ASAP online at https://utica.familyportal.cloud before Free or Reduced 
Status can be verified. Be sure to fill out the Sharing Information Form to link information.  
 
 
For more information about game schedules and athletic links, please see our athletic website below: 
Adlai Stevenson High School (stevensonathletics.com)         

https://studentcentral.bigteams.com/
http://www.payschoolscentral.com/
mailto:remi.darroch@uticak12.org
https://stevensonathletics.com/


        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Students will be assigned their counselor by last name as follows: 
 
A-De, CORE, LCCE - Mrs. Boettcher  kristi.boettcher@uticak12.org  586-797-1976  
Di-Jon, AVID - Ms. Dilday   dakota.dilday@uticak12.org  586-797-1979 
Jor-Kn, MADE - Mrs. DiLorenzo  tamara.dilorenzo@uticak12.org 586-797-1975 
Ko-Ric - Mrs. Newell     kristi.newell@uticak12.org  586-797-1977 
Rid-Z – Ms. Sullivan    delaney.sullivan@uticak12.org 586-797-1980  
Counseling Secretary - Ms. Carter  sarah.carter@uticak12.org  586-797-1993 
 
For students: How to schedule a meeting with your counselor: 
1. Send your counselor a message through TEAMS.  
2. In this message please explain the reason for your request.  
3. Expect a response within 24 hours. If your situation is urgent and needs immediate attention, please come 
directly into the counseling office and Ms. Sarah Carter will direct you from there.  
 
For parents: How to schedule a meeting/phone conference with your child's counselor: 
1. Call the counseling office at 586-797-1993; or email your child's counselor directly during normal school 
hours.  
2. In that message, please explain the reason for your request.  
3. Please understand that attempting to meet without notice could result in having to be turned away due prior 
professional commitments.  
 
Counselors will be offering help with the college application process in the library on THURSDAYS during all 
lunch hours (A, B, and C). This will start on Thursday, September 28th and go on through October 27th. 
Students (all grades) can bring their lunch and a friend! See the flyer in the Titan Voice.  
 
Topics will include:  
FAFSA, Financial Aid & Scholarships 
Building your college list 
Application deadlines 
Testing and sending scores 
Fee waivers 
Using Xello 
Common Application 
Writing great essays  
 
We’ll answer questions and give one-on-one help as needed. 
More information to come regarding College Rep Visits and FAFSA.  
 
See link below for a local college fair:  
 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/hbcu-scholarship-week-3-day-hbcu-college-admissions-fair-2023-tickets-
692653173287?aff=ebdssbdestsearch 
 
 

COUNSELING INFORMATION  
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https://youtu.be/Sc9cdure99k 

 

Utica Community Schools-School to 

Work Informational Video 
youtu.be 

 

CTE News  
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2023-2024 Parking Permits 

Students are only allowed to park in the parking lot if they have a parking pass. Parking is only allowed for Seniors 
and Juniors. Sophomores should not be driving to school. All paperwork must be on file with the school. 
Juniors will be allowed to purchase the Parking Permits, with the proper paperwork beginning on September 12. 
You can find student parking information located in the PARENT QUICK LINK section, and Senior and Junior 
sections on our website: https://stevenson.uticak12.org/  Please contact michelle.bartold@uticak12.org  with any 
parking questions you may have. 

 
Parking permits are $50. You can find the Parking Permit Application on the Stevenson website. Home - Stevenson 
High School (uticak12.org)  Please print it and bring copies of all required documents to Mrs. Bartold in the main 
office. 

 
Parents MUST call the SHS attendance line (586) 797-1999 and choose the appropriate option to excuse their 
student. It must be a parent/guardian that calls in and not a student or sibling. Please spell your child’s last 
name and include their grade.  

FINES & FEES 
 

 

                      
 

 Please check your student’s PowerSchool account ‘Dashboard’ for Outstanding fees. 
Outstanding fees should be paid immediately.  

 

 The most common fees are Replacement Student Ids* $5.00 each, Replacement Lanyard* 
$3.00, Locker Lock $12.00, Senior Class Dues $25.00, Junior Class Dues $10.00, or 
Sophomore Class Dues $10.00. *All students are required to have their School Id with them 
and visible while on school property. We provide each student their first Student Id and 
Stevenson lanyard free of charge. Students without their School Id are required to purchase a 
replacement ID, replacement Lanyards are also available. 

 

 All fines can be paid via PaySchools: click here   or on the Stevenson Home Page Hover over 
For Families, then Select: PaySchool Link.   
 

 Fines may also be paid with Cash/Check/Money Order at the Bookstore window during school 
hours. If you have a question about your student’s fees, please contact Remi Darroch, 
Bookkeeper, at remi.darroch@uticak12.org, 586-797-1903. 

 

Office news 
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If you haven’t already done so, please fill out your DIPLOMA CARD as soon as possible. 
All seniors need to fill out a diploma card ASAP. Please use this link https://tinyurl.com/Diploma-Card 
 
 

Please check PowerSchool to ensure that your First, Middle and Last names are spelled 
correctly!  
This is where we get the spelling of the name for your diploma! If there is an error in PowerSchool, 
please contact Caren.King@uticak12.org AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 
 
 
 
MANDATORY Senior Parent Meetings - Wednesday, April 17 
                               (5 pm last names A-L and 6:30 pm last names M-Z) 
Honor's Night (invitations will go out at the end of April) - Monday, May 13 @ 7pm 
 
Prom - Wednesday, May 29 @ 7 pm 
 
Senior’s Last Day May 24, 2024 
 
Graduation Ceremony - O'Rena at Oakland University on Sunday, June 9, 2024 at 4:30 p.m.  
 
             
 
More information to come regarding College Rep Visits and FAFSA. Please see the flyers in our counseling 
section of the Titan Voice. 
 
 

 

Senior News & Information  

 

https://tinyurl.com/Diploma-Card


 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

            Fines may also be paid with Cash/Check/Money Order at the Bookstore window during school hours.  
 
 
 
 

Welcome Back Class of 2025! 
 
 
Parking Permits are now available for Juniors. Please make sure you have the form filled out completely with 
student and parent signatures. Along with the form, a COPY of the student's driver's license and COPY of the 
registration for each car listed must be turned in. If the permit was paid for on PaySchools please provide a 
copy of the receipt, either on the student's phone or hard copy. Permits can be paid for in school by cash, 
check or Money Order. 
 
 
TESTING UPDATE: 
In the month of October, all Juniors will be taking the PSAT/NMSQT. This test is going to be digital and taken 
on their UCS-issued laptops. ALL Juniors will need to make sure their College Board accounts are up to date. 
Please see the flyer in our counseling section of the Titan Voice.  
Sophomores and Freshmen will also need to have accurate College Board accounts for Spring Testing.  
 
DIGITAL SAT PREP WORKSHOP: 
Registration is now open for the Student Digital SAT Prep Workshop! We encourage junior students to join us 
and learn more about these changes to prepare for the exam this spring. 
 
This one-day workshop will be held in-person at the MISD, with multiple dates to choose from: 

- January 13, 2024 
- February 3, 2024 
- March 9, 2024 
- March 16, 2024 

Attached is a workshop brochure with more information. 

SAT_PREP_2023-202

4_Flyer_8.14.23_ACC.pdf
 

 
Registration is online at events.misd.net (type “Student Digital SAT” in the search bar). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Junior News & Information 

  

https://events.misd.net/Public/Course/Browse?viewstate=eyJWaWV3TGlzdFR5cGUiOiJHcmlkIiwiUGFnZSI6MSwiUGFnZVNpemUiOjEyLCJPcmRlckJ5RmllbGQiOiJTeXN0ZW1EZWZhdWx0IiwiT3JkZXJCeURpcmVjdGlvbiI6IkFzY2VuZGluZyIsIkNvdXJzZUFjdGl2ZVN0YXRlIjoiQ3VycmVudCIsIk1haW5DYXRlZ29yeSI6IiIsIlN1YkNhdGVnb3J5IjoiIiwic3Vic3ViY2F0dGV4dCI6IiIsIlN1YkNhdGVnb3J5SXNTdWJTdWIiOiIiLCJUZXh0IjoiIiwiRGF0ZUZyb20iOm51bGwsIkRhdGVVbnRpbCI6bnVsbCwiQ2FuY2VsU3RhdGUiOiJOb3RDYW5jZWxsZWQiLCJDb3Vyc2VQb3BvdXQiOjB9


 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Welcome To Stevenson High School, Class of 2026! 
 

 

Sophomore News & Information 

  


